
Offer 
members 
a peaceful 

environment 
that also 

protects their 
privacy.

Worship facilities are multipurpose 
spaces that host a variety of activities, 
often with conflicting acoustical needs.

In the area where the service takes place, 
audible speech is necessary so that 
members don’t miss the intended message. 
However, if the service includes music, 
the space also needs to be reverberant.

Achieving good speech intelligibility and 
high-quality sound usually requires the 
integration of audio technologies. Many 
worship facilities already use AV equipment, 
not only to overcome acoustical challenges, 
but to enhance members’ experience in 
today’s multimedia-driven world.

However, these facilities also have other 
acoustical needs. For example, worship 
facilities often house counseling offices. 
The conversations taking place in these 
areas can involve grief, depression, 
relationship and health information, as 
well as other sensitive topics. A high level 
of speech privacy is crucial because 
members expect these conversations

 
 
 
 
to remain confidential. Although such 
discussions can be brought into closed 
rooms, doors and even deck-to-deck 
walls are often not enough to ensure 
speech privacy.

Furthermore, many worship facilities have 
internal administrative areas. Acoustical 
privacy is required for discussions involving 
staff and finances. Noise control is also 
necessary in these areas. People working 
in an acoustically comfortable environment 
have an easier time concentrating on 
tasks, make less errors, suffer less stress, 
and are more welcoming.

Understandably, most of the acoustical 
strategies employed in worship facilities 
focus on ensuring members can easily 
hear the service. However, addressing 
these additional requirements is critical 
for creating a positive experience and 
meeting members’ needs.




